
Timeline: Doctoral Defence Preparations

at least 13 weeks before defence

at least 11 weeks before defence

at least 12 weeks before defence

4 weeks after assessment request

at least 2 weeks  before defence

6 weeks after assessment request

during the
Doctoral Defence Ceremony

December 2017

Runs plagiarism scan, approves draft 
dissertation and propositions, signs Form B. .

Submits Form C containing proposal for 
composition Doctoral Commmittee to BfD 
via GSO.

Submits Form B + complete digital draft 
dissertation + title page and propositions to 
GSO. The GSO will email to set a date.

Receives and responds to suggested 
changes to draft dissertation from committee 
members (if any).

Processes suggested changes in draft 
dissertation in consultation with Promotor.

Has scheduled and attended meeting with 
chairman of the doctoral committee.

Has distributed dissertation and propositions 
to doctoral committee, chairman, GSO 
(2 booklets) and faculty.

Checks completion of DE Programme and 
plagiarism check before fixing defence date 
with doctoral candidate.

Approves dissertation, submits Form D  
and, if applicable, submits any Cum Laude 
proposals to BfD via GSO.

Has submitted definitive dissertation to 
Promotor and definitive title page to the GSO.

Has received  judgements and assessments 
from committee members.

Has dissertation and propositions printed.

Informs all parties of admission to defence 
ceremony.

Spends one hour defending the 
dissertation and propositions.

Acts as host to the doctoral committee.

Informs committee members of their 
appointment and requests their assessment
of draft disssertation.

Doctoral CandidatePromotor Graduate School Office (GSO)
on behalf of

Board for Doctorates (BfD)


