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Over the past twenty years, the department of Management and the Built 
Environment has made a significant contribution to building a body of 
knowledge on the management of the campuses of universities. The research 
has contributed to existing theories on real estate management and built 
new theory. The objective of research has always been to provide tools and 
information for practice. As such, researching campus management has been 
at the core of the department’s research on corporate real estate management, 
exceeding financial and business economics goals and incorporating societal 
and institutional goals in the decision-making process. 

The first phase of the campus research, up to the publication of the dissertation 
‘Managing the University Campus’, can be characterized as building standards 
for campus management: by describing the position of campus management (in 
real estate management theory), its purpose (adding value), the management 
process of adding value (matching supply and demand, now and in the future) 
and the available tools per step of the management process (campus and 
project benchmarks, scenarios, etc.). The current and future research projects 
are aimed both at further research based on these standards  -applied to the 
European campus and Campus NL- and further research into more specific 
aspects of campus management. This can be related to a specific type of real 
estate (learning spaces, technology campuses or the academic workplace), 
to a specific stakeholder perspective (sustainability) or to the development 
of more tools for specific parts of the management process (smart tools on 
campus or new methods for decision-making). Knowledge and tools will be 
developed in close collaboration with and for universities. 
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We invite prospective PhD students who are interested in campus management research to send their application.
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