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THE IMAGES IN THE GRANITE PAVERS HAVE BEEN SELECTED FROM THE 
HIGHTLY VALUED HAND STAMPED COTTON CLOTH WHOSE ORIGIN CAN BE 

TRACED TO THE ASANTE PEOPLE OF GHANA AND THE GYAMAN OF THE COTE 
DIVOIRE.  EACH SYMBOL HAS PROVERBIAL HISTORICAL ALLEGORICAL AND/

OR MAGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

„I grew up in Harlem in the middle of the Great Depression. Though life in New York wasn‘t
easy as a Jamican immigrant, my parents instilled in us that we were as good as anybody else.9 

When a tenement fire burned down my house, it sparked an
 activist inside of me that never backed down from confrontation. 

In the 1950s my husband and I moved to a townhouse in Bedford-
Stuyevsant, a nice and diverse neighbourhood in Brooklyn... 

But the community was strong. We built a dense network 
of civic action groups and tried to create political pressure.

We went into barbershops, beauty parlors, bars. We made sure that everybody 
had a voice.10 But it didn‘t change a thing. We needed politicians to ACT.“

On February 4, 1966, Richardson gives Kennedy a tour of Bed-Stuy, showing a 
cross section of the community. And finally they convince a politician to act.

As a result, the Renewal and Rehabilitation Corporation is formed, putting 
together community leaders to make plans for the renewal of Bed-Stuy. But 
when Judge Thomas R. Jones joins the committee, things take a turn...

When the plan for the Superblock is announced, Richarson is shocked. 
It‘s a high-profile and expensive plan ; not at all what she advised.

Though she doesn‘t agree with the plan, Richardson decides to visit 
the Superblock pilot project at St. Marks Ave & Prospect Place. 

After a lack of funding for the Superblocks, the BSRC realised ‚saving‘ Bed-Stuy was not going to happen overnight. They shifted their focus to cultural 
programs, recovering a sense of pride n Bed-Stuy, showing its strength and the community’s renewal. Even though Richardson was no longer part of the 
organisation she helped to found, she kept organising and fighting for her community until her death in 2009. 

But Kennedy‘s ideas about the 
renewal and who should be in 
charge seem to have shifted...

As a last resort, Elsie Richardson calls 
NYC Senator Robert F. Kennedy and 
invites him to visit Bed-Stuy.

But New Deal policy made it impossible for local residents to get loans and mortgages. 
Those who could afford it left, while people from the Jim Crow South took their place.

The result: debilitating buildings, an overcrowded 
neighbourhood, and loss of public services.

Urban design can be regarded as an 
autonomous discipline that develops 
according to internal logics. The 
perpetual reinvention of the urban grid 
is a good example; think, for instance, 
of Hippodamus in ancient Greece, 
the supermanzanas in 19th century 
Barcelona, and Parc de la Villette in 20th 
century Paris. This seminar, however, 
will focus not on the autonomy of the 
discipline, but on its heteronomy. We will 
investigate how urban design responds 
to external developments taking place 
in the social, economic, political, and 
cultural realms. During the 20th century, 
architects had to respond to a novel 
set of challenges, such as growing 
democratization, emerging ecological 
concerns, the rise of neo-liberalism, etc. 

In the Spring semester of 2025, this 
research seminar will focus on the 
heteronomous challenge of sustainability. 

Today, sustainability is often seen as 
a technical problem related to energy 
consumption and ecological conserva-
tion. This seminar instead returns to the 
roots of the sustainability debate and 
demonstrates how, historically speaking, 
the term enmeshed ecological and ener-
getic concerns with social and economic 
ambitions. From the 1970s new urban 
projects and approaches emerged – e.g. 
urban preservation and participatory 
planning – that entangled concerns for 
equity, environment and economy, which 
later became known as ‘the three pillars 
of sustainability’. 

During this seminar, each student will 
select and analyse one case-study urban 
design project from the 1970s, 1980s, or 
1990s that responds to the challenge of 
sustainability. This analysis will take the 
form of a graphic novel short story and 
will draw on storytelling and fictocriticism 
as research methods.
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