
IDE Graduation Contract (February 2019)

Graduation Contract (model)  
Delft University of Technology / Faculty Industrial Design Engineering (IDE)
Including Annex I: ‘General starting-points regarding IDE external graduation projects’

The Parties

1. …………………………………………………………………….., 
Hereinafter to be referred to as ‘the Company’;

And

2. ……………………………………………………………………..,
Registered as a student at the Delft University of Technology (DUT) in the Industrial Design Engineering (IDE) Master programme, hereinafter to be referred to as ‘the Graduating Student’;

Whereas

· In entering into this Graduation Contract, relating to the execution of the graduation project resulting in a Master’s thesis, the Graduating Student and the Company shall assume the general starting-points formulated by the Faculty of IDE of DUT, as stated in Annex I which is part of this graduation contract;

· The purpose of the Graduation Contract is to provide adequate guidance for the graduating project to be executed on the basis of a Company question and to allow the Graduating Student to graduate in accordance with the graduation rules of the Faculty of IDE of DUT; 

Have agreed as follows 

Graduation project

Article 1

The Parties agree that, as part of graduation from the IDE Master programme at DUT, the
Graduating Student shall execute a graduation project on the basis of a Company question,
under supervision of DUT, resulting in a Master’s thesis which will be assessed by DUT. 

While carrying out the graduation project the Graduating Students remains enrolled as a student 

at DUT.

Article 2

The graduation project plan is described in Annex II and is scheduled to start on  (day, month, year) and ends ………(total 20 weeks, if fulltime). Extension of this period is possible by mutual agreement.  

Approval of the graduation project

Article 3

Before determining the graduation project, the Parties shall consult on the content of the project with the supervisory team as described in Annex I. 

Article 4

The Parties agree that the Faculty of IDE must formally approve the graduation project before it begins and, if, during execution of the graduation project, the supervisory team deems it necessary to make fundamental changes compared to the original project, the supervisory team shall submit the revised version to the Faculty of IDE for approval.
Article 5

The Parties agree that the chair has the final responsibility for the graduation project.

Workplace and guidance

Article 6
In connection with the graduation project plan, the Company shall enable the Graduating Student to perform work at the Company and shall make a suitable workplace available for this. The Company will provide adequate guidance for the Graduating Student.

Article 7
The Graduating Student shall not carry out any other activities at the Company outside the project plan referred to in Article 2.

Compensation and reimbursement

Article 8
1. The Company undertakes to transfer € .. (……………..euros)  each month to the Graduating Students bank account during the period referred to in Article 2.
2. Reimbursement for travel and/or accommodation expenses and/or prototyping costs and/or other expenses are agreed on between the Company and Graduating Student as follows:...............
Result and rights to the result

Article 9
The intellectual property rights to all student results relating to the graduation project, with exception of copyright on the graduation report, shall vest in the Company. Nevertheless, DUT is allowed to use said results for its own educational and research activities and for its promotional and publicity purposes, which are DUT’s rights according to the tasks and objectives of the university as laid down in the law. DUT will in executing these rights take into consideration the interests of all involved.  
Article 10
1. If the Graduating Student’s work results in an invention for which a patent may be requested, the owner of the IP on the results of the graduation project, i.e. the Company, shall be entitled to the patent, unless the invention is unrelated to the subject-matter of the work.
2. All costs associated with an application for and/or maintenance of a patent shall be borne by the Party entitled to the patent.
3. If the Graduating Student has made an invention relating to the graduation project which may be patented, he/she shall be identified as the inventor in the patent application and patent and, in connection with the monetary significance of the invention and circumstances under which it occurred, he/she shall be entitled to a financial compensation – for the loss of a patent – from the Company. In case one or more employees of DUT claim to have a significant part in said patent the Company shall enter into an agreement with the university.
Ownership of models and prototypes

Article 11
Models and prototypes will be the property of the Party at which costs they have been produced i.e. the Company. 
Reporting

Article 12
The Graduating Student shall periodically report to the Company, regarding progress and results of the graduation project. The project shall be concluded with a graduation report and a public presentation.

The Graduating Student shall sent or deliver the graduation report to the Company. 
Confidentiality of Company background information

Article 13
1. Confidentiality obligations shall be observed only for information the Company provides the student with. The research done - and the results generated - by the student will be considered foreground information.
2. All background information from the Company with which the Graduating Student has become acquainted during the graduation project, and in respect of which the Graduating Student has been informed explicitly by the Company that the information is confidential, will be kept confidential by the Graduating Student for a period of five years. This duty shall not be applicable to:

· information which is in the possession of the Graduating Student at the moment the Graduating Student is informed of this information by the Company;

· information which is generally known on the day on which the Graduating Student is informed of this information by the Company;

· information which has been legitimately obtained by the Graduating Student from third parties;

· information which has become generally known after the date on which the Graduating Student has been informed of this information, other than through the illegitimate action or negligence of the Graduating Student;
3. The Graduating Student will put information designated as confidential in a Confidential Appendix to the Graduation Report. The Company is allowed to check whether the report does not contain any confidential information. Foreground information is not to be left out of the graduation report or included in the confidential appendix.
The Graduating Student is allowed to share confidential information with the DUT supervisors and/or examiners who are, according to the Collective Labour Agreement of Dutch Universities, obliged to treat this information confidential.
Publication
Article 14
The graduation project shall be concluded with a public presentation at the Faculty of IDE, taking into account possible confidentiality as said in Article 13, and/or publication delay of the graduation report (embargo) in Article 15.2.

Article 15
1. The graduation report, with exception of the Confidential Appendix, shall be made available for public inspection at the repository of DUT from the moment the Graduating Student uploads the report (approximately 1 week before the public presentation). 
2. If the Company at the green light-meeting (approximately 4 weeks before the public presentation) believes that its interests may reasonably be harmed by the report’s publication, the Company can delay said publication by requesting a temporary, one- or two-year embargo from the IDE’s Educational Director, under payment of the valid embargo fee.
3. None of this shall affect the Graduating Student’s right to issue the graduation report including the Confidential Appendix to the DUT supervisors.

Article 16
During execution of the graduation project, the Graduating Student shall exchange ideas with third parties about the project only with the Company’s permission. The Graduating Student may not be held liable, however, if the graduation project (or data for it) becomes public through no fault of his/her own, except in the case of a deliberate act/omission or gross negligence on the Graduating Student’s part.

Liability

Article 17
1. The Company shall take care for due observance of the relevant provisions regarding liability for the Company and Graduating Student.
2. If the Company uses or applies any result obtained from the Graduating Student’s graduation project, or enables third parties to use or apply this, the Company shall indemnify the Graduating Student and DUT against damage claims by it and/or third parties, unless this damage results from a deliberate act/omission or gross negligence by the Graduating Student.

Early termination

Article 18
1. If one of the Parties - the Company or Graduating Student - is of the opinion the other Party is not complying properly with the provisions or obligations arising from this Contract, or has well-founded doubts concerning the continuation of the project, a Party may terminate the Contract. 
2. Before terminating the Contract, the Parties must raise the matter with the other Party and request mediation from the DUT supervisory team members.
3. If the Contract is terminated, it shall cease to have effect for both Parties. Confidentiality however, shall be observed as said in Article 14.

Miscellaneous provisions and applicable law

Article 19
If the Graduating Student is ill, the Student shall notify the Company mentor.

Article 20
If problems, of whatever kind, arise during the graduation project, the Graduating Student shall consult first with the Company mentor.

Article 21
The Company and the Graduating Student shall consult with each other, and with the supervisory team to decide on matters not provided for in this Contract.

Article 22
Insofar as not otherwise stated, the provisions of Dutch law shall apply to this Contract.

Agreed, drawn up and signed in duplicate with Annex,

	Dated, ………………….


	Dated, ………………….

	City of  ………………….
	City of ………………….

	On behalf of the Company
	The Graduating Student

	Name:
(Signature)
	Name:
(Signature)
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Annex I
General starting-points of the Faculty of IDE

regarding 

 IDE External Graduation projects

In entering into the Graduation Contract with a Company relating to the execution of the graduation project resulting in a Master’s thesis which will be assessed by DUT (external graduation project), the Graduating Student and the Company shall assume the general starting points, formulated by the Faculty of Industrial Design Engineering of Delft University of Technology, as stated below:

General

1.1 The Faculty of Industrial Design Engineering is responsible for providing education, conducting research and performing development work relating to industrial design engineering. The industrial design engineering field includes knowledge of the development process regarding durable products and services for consumers and professional applications. Briefly stated, the various disciplines in the field focus on the following aspects: technical; aesthetic; ergonomic and commercial. These disciplines fall under the responsibility of the three faculty departments Design Engineering (including Design for Sustainability), Industrial Design and Product Innovation Management.
1.2 The Master programmes of the Faculty of Industrial Design Engineering are:
· Integrated Product Design;
· Design for Interaction;
· Strategic Product Design.
1.3 The graduation project completes one of the three Master programmes, with the Graduating Student being given the opportunity to demonstrate that he/she can design, and successfully realise a product development project independently.
1.4 As a student from an academic institution, the Graduating Student shall, in executing the graduation project, be guided by academic standards with respect to the product design and product development method. For that reason, the Faculty of Industrial Design Engineering shall seek proper consultation and cooperation with the Company concerning the purpose, design and execution of the graduation project. A supervisory team must be formed in this regard. 
1.5 The university, according to the tasks and objectives of the university as laid down in the law, shall, in spite of any provision made between the Graduating Student and the Company, execute its full rights regarding use and publication of the results of the graduation project, i.e. for its own educational and research activities and for its promotional and publicity purposes, taking into account the interests of all involved. Furthermore, the university shall enter into an agreement with the Company in case one or more employees of the university claim to have part in a patent relating to the graduation project.
Guidance for the Graduating Student

2.1 For guidance to the Graduating Student a supervisory team shall be formed, made up of the following persons:

· one Industrial Design Engineering staff member, being the chair of the supervisory team;

· one other university staff member, being the DUT mentor;
· one mentor from the Company.
2.2 Both chair and DUT mentor of the supervisory team shall be authorised to act as an examiner for the graduation project. The company mentor may attend the examination session as a guest, and shall have an advisory vote in making the judgment regarding the Graduating Student’s work for the graduation project.
Disputes

3.1 Disputes between the Graduating Student and the company mentor shall be presented to the chair and DUT mentor of the supervisory team with the chair being final responsible.
3.2 If the company mentor, the chair and the Graduating Student cannot resolve the dispute, it shall be submitted to the Board of Examiners of the faculty of IDE, and to the Company.

TU Delft / IDE / Department O&S

Page 6 of 6


