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Description 
 
Hydroxynitrile lyases (Hnl's) are highly 
enantiospecific enzymes used for the 
synthesis of enantiopure compounds. 
Industrial production of (S)-m-
phenoxybenzaldehyde cyanohydrin on 
multi-ton scale has commenced. This work 
describes the development of a general 
strategy towards the development and 
optimization of the industrial synthesis of 
enantiopure cyanohydrins, catalyzed by 
hydroxynitrile lyases, in aqueous-organic 
biphasic systems. 
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