A Transformative Journey
with the Justus and Louise van Effen Excellence Scholarship

To whom it may concern,

| am writing this testimonial to express my profound gratitude for the life-changing opportunity provided by the Justus
and Louise van Effen Excellence Scholarship. My name is Adalberto de Paula, and | am an alumnus of TU Delft in Building
Technology Track from the MSc Architecture, Urbanism, and Building Sciences program. This scholarship has not only
made my dreams of studying at a world-class institution a reality but has also catalyzed my journey toward a purpose-
driven career in sustainable innovation.

From the moment | received the scholarship, my life took a transformative turn. As a young individual aspiring to
contribute to a more sustainable world, | found myself at a crossroads amidst the uncertainties of the post-pandemic
era. The scholarship opened a clear path toward TU Delft, where | have been embraced by a vibrant academic
community that values innovation, collaboration, and growth.

One of the most remarkable aspects of this scholarship is its holistic support. Beyond the financial assistance, which
has alleviated the burden of tuition fees and living expenses, the scholarship created a nurturing environment for my
personal and academic development. This has allowed me to focus on my studies, engage in impactful research
projects, and participate in extracurricular activities that have enriched my educational experience.

At TU Delft, | have been exposed to a world of interdisciplinary exploration. Collaborating with fellow students from
diverse backgrounds and engaging with passionate faculty members has broadened my horizons and deepened my
understanding of the complex challenges our world faces. This scholarship’s emphasis on interdisciplinary learning
has enabled me to merge my passion for architecture and engineering with a deep commitment to sustainability,
guiding me toward innovative solutions that can make a real difference.

As | advance in my studies, | am particularly drawn to the field of circular automated construction for Discrete timber
housing. | am motivated to use my skills to create purposeful automated workflows that contribute to societal well-
being and circularity. Their journeys have shown me the power of education and financial assistance in shaping
ambitious aspirations into impactful realities.

In retrospect, receiving the Justus and Louise van Effen Excellence Scholarship has been a turning point in my life. It
has illuminated a path of growth, empowerment, and meaningful impact. | am committed to carrying the legacy of this
scholarship forward by actively contributing to circular innovation, just as the scholarship's benefactors envisioned.

| extend my heartfelt gratitude to the Justus and Louise van Effen Foundation for their generosity and belief in the
potential of students like me. This scholarship is not just a financial aid; it is a beacon of hope that has ignited a fire
within me to create positive change and drive sustainable progress.

Sincerely,

Adalberto de Paula
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