
54% of projects extracting clean 
energy minerals overlap with 
Indigenous land 



The probability that 

materials procured by 

the EU from the country 

“n” are extracted from 

Indigenous land

The probability that 

CRM projects in the 

country “n” overlap 

Indigenous land

How to estimate the colonial risk of Europe acquiring CRM from 

indigenous lands?

Spatial Analysis

Statistical Inference

Environmentally-extended input-

output analysis

Material Flow Analysis
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What is the responsibility of engineering and innovators to avoid 

neo-colonial practices in the acquisition of CRM?

• Balance underrepresentation of 
social stakeholders in shaping the 
academic agenda.

• Upstream value chains: make 
visible neo-colonial footprints in 
sustainability assessments.

• Downstream value chain: 
support transparently informed 
consent process, accepting the 
possibility that an outcome is 
not extracting materials at all. 



What’s next? 

• Take part in upcoming rounds of 
dialogue to validate the colonial risk 
indicator (fall, 2024)

• Explore how your technical knowledge 
can contribute to enforcing Indigenous 
land and reparation rights

Contact us to follow up or collaborate! 

Camilo Benitez Avila (PI): 
C.A.BenitezAvila@tudelft.nl
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