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Exploration geophysicist  -
Urban geologist  -

“Subsurface Broker” selling the subsurface to urban planners and decision makers 

Avoiding costs, 
delays and 
exploiting 

opportunities





Bringing together 
experts who develop
Urban Subsurface 
knowledge …

…and those who can 
benefit most from it

Partners across 
31 European 
Countries and 
Beyond

expertise and knowledge 
in the field of integrated 
urban planning has been 
gathered and exchanged. 



City reports

Working Group reports on topics 

STSM reports 
(Short term visits, exchange of skills and 
methodologies on above topics)

COST Sub_Urban Deliveries 2013- 2017

city setting, planning issues with 
underground, economic aspects, quality of 
life, governance, state of infrastructure, the
state of urban planning, legal framework

Subsurface urban planning, Data mngnt., 
3D modelling, groundwater, geothermal, 
geotechnical, geochemistry, cultural 
heritage

Best 
Effort GapsGood

Practice



Publications

Workshops

Contributions to conferences, 
events, final conference  

Deliveries 2013- 2017 cont’d



Website 
“how we produced the information”



• COST Sub-Urban brought together a lot of knowledge
• but equally important: we brought together the people with this knowledge, 

we have established a community: 
• with professionals from various disciplines and 
• with various professional organisations



Sub-Urban Toolbox
• webbased
• users: subsurface specialists, urban planners, decision makers

------------
• state-of-the-art products: “what”,  videos, viewing facilities without need for

sophisticated software, 
• but also processes:  workflows, “how” and “when” 

-------------
• community, names, adresses, video introductions,
• networking platform “join us”, 

-------------
• is a training tool

“serving as inspiration for your city, helping you with your process in moving 
upwards”



Toolbox: 
“how users will look for the information”

Entrance via Topics                                   Geographical entrance
Search



Navigating through the Toolbox



Underground Topics

Arch
ae

ologis
tsGeohydrologists

Cables+Pipelines

Geologist
s

City planners

No Integrated subsurface model Subsurface  is unknown 
territory, equates to costs and 
delays; opportunities not 
appreciated



Urban Planning Topics

Subsurface specialists

Working in different depts, 
Lacking insight with respect to 
the world of urban planning



Underground Topics

State of the art in urban geoscience 
research, sharing geoscience  
knowledge  across the disciplines 
within the geoscience community, 
good practices, gaps, common 
models

Giving urban planners the 
opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with the 
subsurface



Underground Topics Urban Planning Topics

Giving insight in the world of 
urban planning



Underground Topics Urban Planning Topics



Underground Topics Urban Planning Topics

Translating into
workflows

Subsurface specialists and Urban 
Planners Pro-actively working together

• Translation into workflows
• Bridging the gap between the 

communities



Underground Topics Urban Planning Topics

Translating into
workflows

Inform and Empower policy- and decision makers 
safeguarding subsurface ecosystem services, 

managing georisks, making a difference to our big 
cities…in Europe and beyond

Translating into
decision making





Navigating through the Toolbox



Our audience:

• 3D modeller Engineering company in Kiev
• Geohydrologist Geological Survey  in Bangladesh
• Urban Planner  from the City of Singapore
• Professor on urban planning University of Bogota
• City Economist Prague
• Resilient City Officer in Karachi 
• Member of City Council in Rome   
• …..
• ......

Giving the users a feel for what can be achieved in their own
organisation

Helping them to address issues with a fraction of the costs





• with our knowledge and our community we want to connect with other cities 
in Europe and beyond, with other cities around the world

• we want to work together with new partners around the world, learning from 
their experiences and good practices 

• together filling the knowledge gaps, making the community grow
• together transfering these experiences to the NEXT generation

Sub-Urban Next: 






