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It all started with…



Throughout the Years

Joop Evers
(1994 – 1998)

Piet Bovy
(1998 – 2004)

Henk van Zuylen
(2004 – 2010)

Ben Immers
(2010 – 2012)

Bert van Wee
(2012-heden)

Arjan van Binsbergen
(2000 – 2010)

Andre Loos
(1994 – 2000)

Vincent Marchau
(2010 – heden)



TRAIL PhD graduations over 25 year

In total over 300 PhD theses



Selected Highlights (1): 
1994-2012

• Cum Laudes:  several PhD students
• Veni/Vidi/Vici: Chorus (2x), Hoogendoorn 

(2x), Van Lint, Negenborn
• ERC: Timmermans



Selected Highlights (2): 1994-2012
• Joint PhD Programs: TRAIL-TNO, RWS, ProRAIL, 

PoR, SWOV, DHV
• TRAIL-ers very successful in TRANSUMO, DBR-

Randstad, NGI
• EU projects: D'ACCORD, TERMINET, ADVISORS, 

HASTE, AWAKE, EDICT
• Other projects: TRC-D, OLS, FAMAS, Combiroad, 

Regiolab, SMAGIC, SMM
• First TRAIL-Beta PhD conference (2012)



Selected Highlights (1): 
2013 and further

• Cum Laudes:  5 PhD students
• Veni/Vidi/Vici: Kwakkel 
• NWO: Daamen, van Lint
• ERC: Hoogendoorn, Chorus



Selected Highlights (2): 
2013 and further

• New curriculum of PhD courses: less courses, higher quality 
• Cooperation with other Research Schools: e.g. GP-OML (Beta) and 

SURF Academy (Nethur)
• TRAIL received a grant (with MSc TIL) from NWO for appointing 5 PhD 

students
• TRAIL-ers very successful in SURF-program, Complexity program  
• Structural cooperation IenW: IenW-Summerschools, IenW-

Masterclasses, IenW-knowledge exchange seminars, and IenW-PhD 
Thesis seminars



Selected Highlights (3): 
2013 and further

• The RUG became a TRAIL member again (3 faculties)
• TRAIL Re-Accredited by KNAW for period 2013-2018; TRAIL very 

positive evaluated in 2018 during CEG visitation
• TRAIL started an International Summerschool for non-TRAIL PhD 

students
• TRAIL PhDs much more involved (PR, co-organizing TRAIL-congress)



Various TRAIL alumni 
became professor

Professors: Caspar Chorus, Martin Dijst, Moritz Fleischmann, Rob Goverde,  Serge Hoogendoorn, Peter de Langen, Hans van Lint, Vincent Marchau, Rudy 
Negenborn, Kees Jan Roodbergen, Chris Tampère, Albert Veenstra, Iris Vis, Francesco Viti



…or entrepeneur

Chris van Hinsbergen & Frank Zuurbier



Trends TRAIL organisation
• From 5.2 fte to 2.1 fte
• From Civil Engineering to Jaffalaan

• From Kurhaus to Grand Hotel Karel V

• Less Research coordination
• More PhD education (together with other Research Schools)
• More Professional education & valorisation (e.g. IenW, RWS)
• More international ?



Mode changes TRAIL



Fortunately, 
some things do not change…..

TRAIL Congress 2000
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