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ON SETTING THE WATER ACTION AGENDA

FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Water we waiting for?
OFFICIAL UN 2023 WATER CONFERENCE SIDE EVENT



Official Side Event UN 2023 Water Conference 
Water we waiting for? A trans-continental forum on setting the Water Action Agenda for sustainable 
development 

Date & time: Tuesday 21 March 9:00 AM-1:00 PM EST 
Location: Barnard College, Sulzberger Hall Room, North Tower, 3009 Broadway, NY 10027, New York 

Aim: The aim of this side event is to open-up UN2023 Water Conference to the world. We’ll be bringing 
together water consortia from across the globe, with hubs in São Paulo (Brazil), Nairobi (Kenya), Delft 
(the Netherlands) and Zürich (Switzerland). In these hubs, cross-sectoral consortia will voluntarily commit 
to two actionable targets within the thematic focus Water for Sustainable Development: Valuing Water, 
Water-Energy-Food Nexus and Sustainable Economic and Urban Development. These targets will 
contribute to SDGs 2, 6, 11, 12 and 17, and serve as inspiration to discuss how the Water Action Agenda 
can be shaped with concrete activities. Participants are invited to join our in-person event at Barnard 
College in New York, or in any of the water hubs in South America, Africa or Europe. The session is 
designed to facilitate interactive discussion between panellists and (online) audience, with the aim to 
collect more actionable targets that could shape the Water Action Agenda on Water for Development. 

Organizers: TU Delft | Water for Impact from Delft University of Technology, Barnard College, Columbia 
University, Alabama University (GWSC), EAWAG, ETH Zürich, Kenya Meteorological Department, TAHMO, 
UNICAMP and UDS Tamale. 

Nairobi Hub: to cover 10 Sub-Saharan African countries with accurate and timely rainfall services 
After the plenary opening, we will kick off the hybrid session with a digital connection to our water hub at 
the Kenya Meteorological Department in Nairobi. Kenya is ahead of the crowd with systems that combine 
satellite data with low-cost ground data collection. In Sub-Saharan Africa, over 95% of the agriculture is 
not irrigated, but solely relies on rainfall. Reliable rainfall predictions are urgently needed to develop 
climate services for (poor) farmers, insurance agents, as well as Flood Early Warning Systems. By 
establishing a sufficiently dense network of metrological stations, ground and remote sensed data could 
be used to build reliable weather models for Sub–Saharan Africa. The commitment to this target will be 
signed during the high-level in-person hub in Nairobi, organised by TAHMO, Kenyan Meteorological 
Society, Masinde Muliro University of Science and Technology (MMUST) and Jomo Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and Technology (JKUAT). 

Sao Paulo Hub: to publish an open-access white paper of best practices from all continents on inclusive 
and contextualised circular (waste)water treatment and resource recovery 
Secondly, we will dive into sustainable water reuse and novel sources in water stressed areas by e-
connecting to our water hub at UNICAMP University in Campinas, Brazil. Urbanisation is increasingly 
putting pressure on freshwater resources. Reuse of water for domestic, industrial and agricultural 
purposes becomes more and more important and, in this process, also valuable materials and energy can 
be recovered. Innovations are developed at an incredible pace, but implementation lags behind. In this 
session circular (waste)water treatment pilots are showcased, and commitment will be given to share 
knowledge open access in a freely downloadable white paper. In the design of these viable technologies, 
active stakeholder involvement is critical, yet experiential evidence of this inclusive process is often 
inaccessible, slowing down to adaptation in design policies. Participating organisations at the São Paulo 
Hub include UNICAMP, University of São Paulo (USP), University Palermo (UNIPA) and Aguas do Algarve. 

Student Commitment 
Educating the next generation is key for successful implementation of the Water Action Agenda. Students 
are therefore encouraged to actively participate in the side session online, at Barnard College or at our 
student hubs in Delft and Zürich. 
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